DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
determined. Up to now I have attended Cabinet councils only on two occasions. I thought everything out well. For the new State it was essential that the ministers should attend to the affairs of their respective departments. Therefore they should be guaranteed full freedom of action and their authority should not be curtailed."
"Can you promote specially talented people outside the rotation of seniority?" I asked.
"Yes, but I seldom do so explicitly. I have put in one or two ministers who were experts when parliament could not provide such experts. That is not against the Constitution because it is not stipulated that government ministers must be members of parliament. Twice we had a government that was made up of civil servants and experts. What does that signify? Because I have to sanction every promotion from the third salary grade upwards, I can influence the choice."
"And In such matters do you seek advice?"
"Naturally I speak with the ministers, publicists, journalists and experts. I get the official reports: I read the parliamentary protocols and the newspapers. I endeavour to keep myself informed about various persons and on the general situation. But
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